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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 117 


June 16, 1879 


Hon. A. Loudon Snowden 
Superintendent &c. 


Sir: 


I obtained knowledge last winter, from a gentleman holding contracts with the Mexican 
Govt. to coin a portion of their moneys, of several metallurgical and mechanical methods 
practiced abroad that possess positive advantage over ours. 


Among these are: 

1. The system of making large melts of Silver at Paris. 

2. Finishing rolls at London, which dispense with the necessity of the draw bench. 

3. A method of toughening standard gold & silver without removing the copper alloy. 


(This plan has since been tried in the Assay-laboratory on a few ounces of gold-ingot 
slips rendered brittle by the addition of lead, with very successful results.) 


If, in view of your proposed plan to modernized the Phila. Mint, and the possible 
advantages that might accrue from a careful examination and report of these improvements, the 
opportunity should be given me of undertaking the work, when we shut down for the annual 
settlement, by an extension of the usual summer leave of absence; I should be glad to undertake 
it without asking for any remuneration for travelling or other expenses incurred, providing, of 
course, that my usual stipend continued. I believe that the work, under ordinarily favorable 
circumstances, could be accomplished inside of ten weeks. I have taken the liberty of mentioning 
this to you directly and informally as you were kind enough some time ago to ask me to convey 
any information I might think possibly useful. I should also be glad to know whether this 
suggestion meets with your approval and whether you think it practicable. 


I am very Respectfully 
A.E. Outerbridge Jr. 


1339 Pine St. 


